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§ 16.1-278.15. Custody or visitation, child or spousal support generally. 

A. In cases involving the custody, visitation or support of a child pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 16.1-
241, the court may make any order of disposition to protect the welfare of the child and family as may 
be made by the circuit court. The parties to any petition where a child whose custody, visitation, or 
support is contested shall show proof that they have attended within the 12 months prior to their court 
appearance or that they shall attend within 45 days thereafter an educational seminar or other like 
program conducted by a qualified person or organization approved by the court. The court may require 
the parties to attend such seminar or program in uncontested cases only if the court finds good cause. 
The seminar or other program shall be a minimum of four hours in length and shall address the effects 
of separation or divorce on children, parenting responsibilities, options for conflict resolution and 
financial responsibilities. Once a party has completed one educational seminar or other like program, 
the required completion of additional programs shall be at the court's discretion. Parties under this 
section shall include natural or adoptive parents of the child, or any person with a legitimate interest as 
defined in § 20-124.1. The fee charged a party for participation in such program shall be based on the 
party's ability to pay; however, no fee in excess of $50 may be charged. Whenever possible, before 
participating in mediation or alternative dispute resolution to address custody, visitation or support, 
each party shall have attended the educational seminar or other like program. The court may grant an 
exemption from attendance of such program for good cause shown or if there is no program reasonably 
available. Other than statements or admissions by a party admitting criminal activity or child abuse or 
neglect, no statement or admission by a party in such seminar or program shall be admissible into 
evidence in any subsequent proceeding. If support is ordered for a child, the order shall also provide 
that support will continue to be paid for a child over the age of 18 who is (i) a full-time high school 
student, (ii) not self-supporting, and (iii) living in the home of the parent seeking or receiving child 
support, until the child reaches the age of 19 or graduates from high school, whichever occurs first. The 
court may also order the continuation of support for any child over the age of 18 who is (a) severely and 
permanently mentally or physically disabled, (b) unable to live independently and support himself, and 
(c) resides in the home of the parent seeking or receiving child support. 
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